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[ CEO’S WELCOME ]

Dear Guests,
Welcome aboard!
In 2020 following the sudden drop in travel demand due to the COVID-19 pandemic, flying for
a time was at a standstill.
For a regional carrier to remain commercially viable, following the closure of borders across our
network, we had to quickly shift our strategy to focus on operating cargo, repatriation and charter
flights.
Amidst the global pandemic, the beautiful colours of the Air Seychelles livery were spotted at more
than 30 destinations across the Asian, European and African continents connecting stranded families
together in addition to delivering essential COVID-19 medical supplies.
This incredible yet challenging journey, requiring intense planning, really tested the capacity of our
assets and teams who I must say embraced all obstacles with great determination.
Today I am beyond proud to be part of the Air Seychelles family to which I salute and extend my
gratitude for always keeping up the positive momentum.
Despite the unprecedented event, the tireless efforts of the entire Air Seychelles team were recognised
at the 2020 World Travel Awards where the airline collected three prestigious accolades including
‘Indian Ocean’s Leading Airline’, ‘Indian Ocean’s Leading Airline – Business Class 2020’ as well as
‘Indian Ocean’s Leading Cabin Crew 2020’ for the fifth year running.
This remarkable achievement is testament to the hard work and commitment of our teams who during
the exceptional year of 2020 remained agile, persevered and went the extra mile in ensuring every
flight was conducted safely and successfully. Well done and keep aiming high for Air Seychelles!
I also convey my gratitude to you, our valuable guests, for your encouragement. Your continuous
support has helped us to raise the bar higher and with your feedback we will proceed in exploring ways
to keep delivering the unrivalled customer service we provide to you.
Even if the new norm for travel now requires you to wear a mask, we are always delighted to welcome
you onboard with a smile. Thank you for keeping safe and for choosing to fly with Air Seychelles.
Have a great trip

Indian Ocean’s
Leading Airline
for the fifth
year running.

Remco Althuis
Chief Executive Officer
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Air Seychelles recognised as
Indian Ocean’s Leading Airline
at 2020 World Travel Awards
Air Seychelles has won three major
accolades including the most coveted
title of ‘Indian Ocean’s Leading Airline’
at the 2020 World Travel Awards.
The Seychelles national carrier has also
been recognized as ‘Indian Ocean’s
Leading Airline - Business Class 2020’
and ‘Indian Ocean’s Leading Cabin Crew
2020’ at the virtual World Travel Awards
inaugural Indian Ocean Winners Day
held on Tuesday, 10 November, 2020.
The annual World Travel Awards now in
its 27th edition, was established in 1993.
The annual programme is renowned as
the most prestigious and comprehensive
in the global industry, celebrating
excellence across the travel, tourism and
hospitality sectors.

Remco Althuis, Chief Executive
Officer of Air Seychelles said: “Over
the last two years, Air Seychelles has
implemented several projects as part of
its transformation plan, to further build
its reputation in the Indian Ocean and
in Africa.
“Some of these projects included the
modernization of the airline’s jet fleet
which included the acquisition and
delivery of Africa’s first A320neo in
the Seychelles, featuring an enhanced
Business and Economy Class Cabin, as
well as the unveiling of a stylish new
uniform design for the Cabin Crew
members.
“These fantastic achievements have
enabled Air Seychelles to enhance its
hospitality proposition by offering a
fresh and modern look to its guests, thus
making travel more enjoyable.

“It is therefore a great honour for Air
Seychelles to be recognised by the
World Travel Awards and as we celebrate
this remarkable achievement, I would
like to thank all the staff members
and partners for their dedication
plus continued support during this
unprecedented time.”
Graham E. Cooke, Founder of World
Travel Awards, said: “Despite the
unprecedented challenges faced by
the aviation industry, this year, Air
Seychelles has demonstrated unrivalled
resilience, allowing it to continue
delivering superb customer service.
“Well done to the Air Seychelles team
for winning ‘Indian Ocean’s Leading
Airline, ‘Indian Ocean’s Leading Airline
- Business Class’ and ‘Indian Ocean’s
Leading Cabin Crew’.”
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Photo © Adrian Skerrett

4 /Silhouette/january-March 2021

M

Y

CM

PO Box 386, Mahé, Seychelles
Telephone: (+248) 4391000
Fax: (+248) 4224305
www.airseychelles.com

Aride Island is the largest nature reserve in the granitic islands, with more seabirds
than any other Seychelles island, five endemic land birds and its own unique plants.

Air Seychelles news, Air Seychelles global offices; International route map;
Our fleet; Travel tips.

C

© 2021. All rights reserved. No part of this magazine may be
reproduced by any means without permission in writing from
the publisher. While every care is taken to ensure accuracy
in preparing Silhouette, the publisher and Air Seychelles take
no responsibility for any errors or omissions contained in this
publication.

MY

CY

CMY

K

L O CAL E V EN T S

Fund for Nature Billfish Release Challenge
Date: 16 January 2021
Venue: Mahé
Website: www.ssfc.sc

SSFC teams up with Heineken in a trolling event with the main focus of bringing back
yellowfin tuna, dorado and wahoo to capture their slam. SSFC also teams up as a part of
this tournament with WWF in the Billfish Release Challenge to continue conservation of the
Seychelles Marine Environment.

SSFC National Fishing Tournament
Date: 13-14 March 2021
Venue: Mahé
Website: www.ssfc.sc

A combined trolling and bottom fishing
tournament, teams will be searching for 20+
species in this two day overnight event. Typically
calm waters will greet all the teams as they venture
far offshore from the main island of Mahé.
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i n t er n at i o n a l EV EN T S

Johannesburg International Mozart Festival (JIMF)
Date: 27-31 January 2021
Venue: Johannesburg
www.join-mozart-festival.org

India Art Festival

Date: 17 January 2021
Venue: Bengaluru, New Delhi and Mumbai
www: indiaartfestival.com

INDIA ART FESTIVAL (IAF), a contemporary Art Fair, is the biggest
art fair hosted annually at three metro cities, Bengaluru, New Delhi
and Mumbai. IAF aims to provide a cultural bridge between Indian
artists, art galleries, art collectors and connoisseurs, with an objective
to create a dialogue that would introduce a fresh perspective and
buoyancy among passion investors and art collectors. The artworks
including paintings, sculptures, drawings, installations, photographs
and editions as well as video and digital art by over 1000 artists
represented by various galleries will be at display. IAF aims to
democratise the process of art viewing and buying by bringing it
from the confines of unapproachable art spaces.

Mark your diaries for the Johannesburg International Mozart
Festival. 2021 sees a COVID-friendly version of the JIMF coming to
Johannesburg. We are putting on a limited number of events, as well
as providing free streams during the period of 27 – 31 January 2021!
Bridging the gap between various communities with live and online
concerts, as well as bridging the gap that COVID has created in the
Arts world.

Mauritius Billfish Release Int. Fishing Tournament 2021
Date: 23-27 January 2021
Venue: Black River
www.mauritiusbillfishtournament.com

The Mauritius Billfish
Release International
Tournament takes place
in Black River, in late
January during the peak
of the marlin season.
Situated on the west
coast of the island,
sheltered from the
prevailing trade winds,
Black River enjoys
perfect timing and tides
and is the perfect place
for unforgettable deepsea fishing experiences!

Tel Aviv Samsung Marathon
Date: 19 February 2021
Venue: Tel Aviv
www.tlvmarathon.co.il

The Tel Aviv Samsung Marathon 2021, the largest sports event in the
State of Israel, will take place for the thirteenth time on 19 February
2021. The event will take place in an innovative and digital format – in
keeping with Health Ministry guidelines. The motto for the event is:
‘All Running Together Separately’ and includes the following races:
Marathon (42.195 kilometres), half-marathon (21.1 kilometres), 10
kilometres and 5 kilometres. Runners can register for the series of races
online and they will receive a link to download a smartphone race app
and participation instructions.
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book club

250 Year History Book: A History of Seychelles from its origins to the present day
In honour of the 250 years since the first settlement of the islands, the Seychelles Tourism Board has produced a history book describing
the circumstances of that first settlement and the history of Seychelles since that time, up to the modern day.
Seychelles Tourism Board (STB) asked its consultant and local author, Glynn Burridge, to act as coordinator/editor-in-chief of the project
and he engaged a number of local authors to assist in compiling the book.
The aim of the book was to provide an episodic account of the 250-year history of Seychelles. This is divided into four sections: the period
before settlement; the French period up to 1812; the British period up to 1976 and the modern period up to the present day. Typically,
each of the main periods is divided into five chapters, each dealing with significant moments within that period of between 14 and 20
pages together with supporting documents, maps and images.
Renowned local artists Michael Adams and Frances Chang Him were asked to contribute a number of pencil sketches to illustrate each
chapter and cast into relief a particular aspect of its history, all of which greatly enhance the publication. The cover of the book, which
is particularly striking, was commissioned from Mrs. Alexandra Azais, a renowned artist and long-term resident of Seychelles.
The local authors who were asked to contribute chapters are: Glynn Burridge, former minister Bernard Shamlaye, Philippe Michaud,
Bernard Georges, William McAteer, Penda Choppy, Tony Mathiot, Richard Touboul and Marie France Watson. The authors completed
their chapters by the end of October 2019 at which point the design of the book by Ms. Eileen Hoareau of the Seychelles Tourism Board
commenced. The project was completed in November 2020.
This 420-page history book, which will appear in hardback with colour illustrations, is scheduled for delivery early in 2021.
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tech talk

iPhone 12
Apple announced the iPhone 12 in October 2020. The iPhone
line-up now has four distinct models, two pro and two non-pro.
The long-rumoured flagship iPhone has 5G, flat sides, and an
improved camera system.
This is the first iPhone generation to include OLED (organic lightemitting diodes) in every model. The display uses Apple’s Super
Retina XDR technology with a two million-to-one contrast ratio
with better high dynamic range (HDR) and true blacks. This display
comes in at 460ppi and can display up to 1200 nits of HDR content.
Apple states this is the most durable iPhone display ever made.
It has a new Ceramic Shield, which improves durability if dropped.
The temperature crystallisation process used to toughen the glass
improves drop protection by up to 4x compared to older models.
The iPhone 12 is available in five colours – white, black, blue, green
and red. It can be configured with 64GB, 128GB, and 256GB and is
priced accordingly. Price: US$1,129-1,399

Amazon Echo Show 10 (3rd Gen)
smart display
This is designed to move with you – with a 10.1” HD screen that
moves automatically, video calls, recipes and series are always in view.
The speakers deliver premium, directional sound.
You can video call friends and family or take a picture while the 13 MP
camera with auto-framing and motion, keeps you front and centre.
A smart home is made simple – set up compatible Zigbee devices
without the need for a separate hub. Ask Alexa to show you security
cameras, control lights and adjust thermostats.
An impressive feature of the smart display is that it will detect any
suspicious presence when you’re not home by panning the room for
human shapes. If it detects someone, it will send an alert to your phone.
This device sits on a motorised base to swivel automatically whenever
you interact with it. In fact, this gadget can sense when you’re in a room
and swivel itself around to face you. Therefore, you’ll always have a
good view of the screen. It uses sustainable materials, such as 100%
recycled plastic. Price: US$250
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tech talk

reMarkable 2 Paper Tablet
You can now get the functionality of a digital device without the
negative effects. It’s possible with the reMarkable 2 Paper Tablet.
This unique device does double duty by replacing your digital
notebooks as well as stacks of paper. What’s more, it actually feels
like a piece of paper as it’s just 0.19 inches thick. So it’s easy to slide
the reMarkable 2 into any bag.
Allowing you to read books and review documents, this paper-like
tablet even lets you take handwritten notes and convert them to
typewritten text. Because the display both looks and feels like paper,
it’s much friendlier on your eye health. Take notes directly on PDF
documents, and you’ll enjoy the two-week battery life.
Finally, you’ll love the Marker Plus stylus that even has a built-in
eraser. Price: US$399

Hirifull touchless soap dispenser
This model looks a little swankier than some of the
super-cheap ones, and it’s smarter as well: It offers four
output settings instead of just two, and it works with a variety
of liquids.
Thus, you can use this not just for hand soap, but also for
shampoo, laundry detergent, even hand-sanitiser. It can hold
up to 15 ounces, so you don’t have to fill it as often as smaller
dispensers. Price: US$46
source: www.apple.com and www.amazon.com
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nature & wildlife

Wildlife galleries
Aride Island is the largest nature reserve in the granitic islands, with more seabirds
than any other Seychelles island, five endemic land birds and its own unique plants.
It is surrounded by waters with a rich marine life. A new website has recently been
launched featuring galleries and information on over 200 species of Seychelles
flora and fauna. This is a sample of what can be seen online.
More information can be found at www.arideisland.com
WORDS: ADRIAN SKERRETT

Land birds

Seychelles Blue Pigeon Alectroenas pulcherrimus can be seen in trees,
especially on the Aride plateau (never on the ground). It was once
exploited as a food source, becoming extinct on many islands including
Aride. However, following the end of exploitation birds recolonised
by natural means. Habitat conservation is vital to the survival of blue
pigeons, because they have muscular gizzards to break down seeds and
aid digestion. This means unlike other pigeons, their droppings contain no
viable seeds.
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Seychelles Magpie-robin Copsychus sechellarum was once one of the
rarest birds in the world and almost exterminated following human
settlement of Seychelles. Its tame demeanour and habit of feeding on the
ground makes it highly vulnerable to introduced predators. Seychelles
Magpie-robin was eradicated from Aride in the 1930s following the
introduction of cats, but now with cats removed, it has been translocated
back to the island. Though numbers are low, it is commonly seen on the
Aride plateau.

n a t u er se c &a pwaidl ed l i f e

Seychelles Warbler Acrocephalus sechellensis is a small unobtrusive pale
brown warbler often heard before it is seen, giving away its presence with
a melodious whistle. Birds move actively through vegetation feeding on
invertebrates picked from the underside of leaves. Seychelles Warbler
was once confined to Cousin, where the population declined to just 29.
Birds have subsequently been successfully translocated to several islands
including Aride, which now has the world’s largest population.

Seychelles Sunbird Nectarinia dussumieri is a small highly active bird,
that flits from tree to tree. Although rather dull coloured compared to its
continental cousins in neighbouring Africa, the male has bright orange
or yellow pectoral tufts and a dark blue iridescence on the head and
throat. The female is somewhat smaller and duller. Seychelles Sunbirds
disappeared from Aride when the island was cleared of most trees.
However, with the regeneration of vegetation, birds naturally recolonised
the island.

Seychelles Fody Foudia sechellarum or Toktok is a small dumpy endemic
weaver, found only on Aride and a few other islands. There is little overlap
in diet between Seychelles Fody and Madagascar Fody. The Seychelles
Fody is mainly insectivorous, whereas Madagascar Fody is a seed eater.
Where the two occur together, the cheeky aggressive manner of the
Seychelles Fody gives it a distinct advantage.

Barn Owl Tyto alba was introduced to Mahé (race affinis) in 1951 and is
now resident on the larger granite islands. The introduction was supposed
to be to control rats, but instead bird populations have suffered including
Fairy Tern and Roseate Tern. The Barn Owl is the most widely distributed
species of owl in the world and one of the most widespread of all species
of birds, found almost everywhere in the world except for the polar and
desert regions.
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nature & wildlife

Sea birds

Tropical Shearwater Puffinus bailloni is the only small and the only
black-and-white shearwater breeding in Seychelles. Aride may hold
the largest colony in the world. Birds depart before dawn and at sunset
they return from their feeding forays at sea, emitting strange eerie calls.
Shearwaters struggle to take to the air from their woodland nest sites,
so shortly before dawn, they climb up boulders and tree trunks to gain
height prior to lift-off.

White-tailed Tropicbird Phaethon lepturus is one of the world’s most
elegant seabirds. They are strong fliers, diving to take fish and squid
or even catching flying fish in flight. The white stiletto-like shapes are
unforgettable against a clean blue sky. Pairs mate for life and may breed
at any time of year. The local name for a tropicbird is Payanke, meaning
‘straw-in-tail’, probably the oldest Creole bird name, used by sailors before
Seychelles was even settled.

Great Frigatebird Fregata minor will attack other seabirds to force them
to drop their catch but can also take prey on the wing. It is unable to land
on the surface of the water because its small, unwebbed feet will not
give sufficient thrust to take off again and the plumage is not waterproof.
However, frigatebirds are maestros of flight. They have the lowest wingload factor of any bird and are surprisingly light, with pneumatic flexible
bones that make up just 5% of their weight – less than any other bird.

Lesser Noddy Anous tenuirostris is smaller and lighter than Brown
Noddy with a finer proportionately longer black bill. Birds breed in
trees mainly during the southeast monsoon from April to October,
but some are usually to be seen at the island year-round. Unlike the
more widespread Brown Noddy, it breeds only in the Indian Ocean, the
nominate race at Seychelles, Cargados Carajos, Reunion and Maldives,
with a second race at western Australia.
Aride may be home to the world’s largest colony of this species.
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nature & wildlife

Sooty Tern Onychoprion fuscatus breeds in Seychelles in larger numbers
than any other bird. Geolocators and satellite tracking has revealed the
long journeys made by birds outside the breeding season, some even
visiting the western borders of the Pacific Ocean. In 1995, one Sooty Tern
arrived to breed on Aride that had been ringed as a chick on Kermadec
Islands, New Zealand in 1961 (13,350 kilometres from Aride).

Fairy Tern Gygis alba is the world’s only all-white tern. It is famous for its
extraordinary habit of laying a single egg on a bare branch. This incredible
balancing act is achieved by utilising the more horizontal branches of trees
or laying the egg at a notch or fork to provide support.
Fairy Tern was effectively first named by Charles Darwin. In Voyage of the
Beagle he remarks, “Little imagination is required to fancy that so light and
delicate a body must be tenanted by some wandering fairy spirit ...”

Land animals

Whip Spider Phrynichus scaber is like a cross between a spider and
a prawn. Contrary to its fearsome appearance, it lacks venom and is
harmless to humans, preying on insects and baby lizards. Research on
Aride reveals that Whip Spiders engage in a complex mating tap dance
that lasts several hours. At the end of the process, the female frees herself
from the male’s clutches and beats him with her pedipalps or grabs at
him. He quickly and wisely retreats!

Seychelles Giant Millipede Sechelleptus seychellarum is one of the
largest millipedes in the world, reaching over 15 centimetres in length.
It feeds on dead organic matter such as leaves and wood on the forest
floor and plays a vital role in increasing soil fertility by releasing nutrients
from decaying organic matter back into the soil. Despite their fearsome
appearance giant millipedes are harmless to humans. However, if
threatened or handled they can secrete an irritating liquid, which can be
harmful if this comes into eye contact.

nature & wildlife

Bronze-eyed Gecko Ailuronyx seychellensis is so named because of the
bronze-gold metallic colouration of their eyes, while the body is highly
variable in colour. It is one of the largest geckos in Seychelles, up to 20
centimetres. It is mainly nocturnal but can be found by day on tree trunks
or sheltering in rock crevices. Insects, nectar, carrion and even seabird
eggs are taken. It will swallow its shed skin, probably to recycle nutrients
or to avoid leaving evidence which may alert predators.

Wright’s Skink Trachylepis wrightii is only found on rat-free seabird
islands such as Aride where it benefits from the large numbers of seabirds,
feeding on discarded fish and squid, fallen or unattended eggs, dead birds
and even the droppings of nestlings. Like Aride’s unique shrub Wright’s
Gardenia, it is named after Edward Perceval Wright from Ireland, who
visited Seychelles for six months in 1867 and was the first naturalist to
collect specimens. Most skinks are small and this is one of the largest
species in the world.

Seychelles Wolf Snake Lycognathophis seychellensis is a non-venomous
snake of up to one metre in length, one of two snake species endemic to
Seychelles. There are two distinct colours: yellow phase or dark phase.
Yellow individuals have a yellowish-brown back and a bright yellow
underside. Dark phase snakes are grey or blackish with a white spotted
underside. It has a small head and conspicuous, fairly large, coppery-gold
eyes. It is listed as Endangered by IUCN (International Union for the
Conservation of Nature).

Aldabra Giant Tortoise Aldabrachelys gigantea is the only surviving
species of a family once found throughout the western Indian Ocean
islands. Most of the Indian Ocean species were wiped out by 1840
following the arrival of European settlers. Aldabra Giant Tortoises were
reintroduced to Aride to aid the recovery of Seychelles Magpie-robin. The
birds follow tortoises to feed on invertebrates disturbed in the leaf litter.
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Coral reef fish

Parrotfish Scaridae are grazers, so named due to their parrot-like beaks
and often vivid body colouration. There are about 95 species found
worldwide, of which 20 are found around Aride. During the day, they
spend most of their time grazing algae off the reef which helps keep the
corals healthy.
At night, parrotfish hide from predators by wrapping themselves in a
mucus cocoon or finding a hiding place in the reef.

Butterflyfish Chaetodontidae are among the most colourful and
conspicuous of coral reef fishes. There are about 129 species worldwide,
of which 20 are found around Aride. Invertivores tend to be polygamous
(they form mating pairs but may change partners with each mating).
Corallivores tend to be monogamous (they remain with the same mate
for life). Planktivores are promiscuous (randomly mate with any member
of the opposite sex within the aggregation).

Clownfish live in the warm shallow seas of the Indo-Pacific. There are
around 30 known species worldwide. Aride hosts healthy populations
of Seychelles Clownfish Amphiprion fuscocaudatus and Skunk Clownfish
Amphiprion akallopsis. They form symbiotic mutualisms with sea
anemones and are unaffected by the stinging tentacles of their host. They
catch prey by swimming onto the reef, luring fish back to the anemone,
which stings and eats them leaving scraps for the clownfish.

Lionfish Scorpaenidae have elongated pectoral fins like the mane of a
lion when fanned. In addition, they have 18 needle-like venomous fins
on their backs and undersides, used for defence. Their colouration alerts
predators of their venomous nature, exhibiting contrasting red, white,
cream, brown or black stripes. There are about 12 species worldwide, of
which at least three are found around Aride. Lionfish have invaded the
Western Atlantic Ocean and Gulf of Mexico outside of their native range,
greatly damaging native fish biomass.
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nature & wildlife

IMAGES COURTESY OF ADRIAN SKERRETT + UNSPLASH.COM

Boxfish Ostraciidae are small to medium-sized (to 40 cm) fishes with a
body almost completely encased in a bony shell. Out of the 26 species
in the Ostraciidae family, five have been recorded at Aride. Members of
this family occur in a variety of different colours and are notable for the
hexagonal or ‘honeycomb’ patterns on their skin. They swim in a rowing
manner and feed on benthic invertebrates. Several species are considered
delicacies in southern Japan, although some species are reported to have
toxic flesh.

Bird’s-eye view of Aride, seabird citadel of the Indian Ocean.
Photo © Camerapix
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Surgeonfish Acanthuridae are oval to elongate compressed fishes with
a small terminal mouth adapted for grazing on algae. There are about 86
species worldwide, of which 28 are found around Aride. The distinctive
characteristic of the family is that they have one or more pairs of scalpellike blades at the base of the tail, which may be used offensively or
defensively against other competitors, inflicting deep and painful wounds.

HISTORY

The golden age of steam
WORDS: ADRIAN SKERRETT

or the first century of
Seychelles’ human history,
the nation was dependent
for contact with the outside world
upon irregular calls by sailing
ships. However, as early as the
1770s, when L’Establissement (now
Victoria, the capital of Seychelles)
was struggling to consolidate
the first permanent settlement
in Seychelles, experiments had
already begun in Europe to apply
steam power to boats. The earliest
steamship journeys would include
routes to India, the Far East and
East Africa.
In 1819, the SS Savannah made the
first steam-powered transatlantic
crossing to Liverpool, though most
of the journey was done under
sail. But steam engines gradually
replaced sails for commercial
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shipping through the 19th century
up to the second half of the
20th century, when they were
eventually superseded by dieseldriven engines.
Steamships opened up new
possibilities for trade routes.
The islands of the western
Indian Ocean were of peripheral
commercial importance because
of their small size, but in the days
before the opening of the Suez
Canal, they were handy ports of
call on the long sea route to India
via the Cape.
The commencement of regular
services to Seychelles in the mid19th century had an effect not
unlike the impact of the opening of
the international airport 100 years
later. Suddenly, islanders were not
isolated from the rest of the world.

Perhaps most ordinary Seychellois
might never have the chance to
travel overseas, but there was now
a visible link for people, goods and
mail to flow between the islands
and the world at large. Even today,
the arrival of a large cruiseship
at Port Victoria has a noticeable
impact upon Victoria, with visitors
mingling with locals, buying
curios at stalls and admiring the
natural beauty of the islands; the
impression it must have made
in the 19th century on a nation
that had so little contact with the
outside world is hard to imagine.

abbreviated as MM. In September
1864, the Emirne became the first
MM vessel to call at Seychelles,
arriving from Mauritius and
Réunion. MM operated a monthly
contract service from November
1866. The period of 1871 to 1914
was the golden age of MM. It
was a time of French colonial
expansion and of interventionism
in the Middle East and Far East. By
1875, the MM fleet incorporated
175,000 tonnes of shipping and a
large number of chartered vessels;
it was the largest steam shipping
company in the world.

In 1835, the French Government
created a state owned steamship
service between Marseille and
the Levant. This later evolved
to become Compagnie des
Messageries Maritimes, usually

In 1882, MM opened a new, fast
route from Marseille to Australia.
Ships called at Seychelles on both
outbound and inbound voyages.
In addition, the MM service from
Aden to Seychelles, Mauritius and
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steamers on their voyage between
Bombay and the East Coast and
these calls are very irregular”.

Réunion opened up more links for
Seychelles, with calls at several
Madagascar ports included from
1888. The service also provided
the fastest means of exporting
vanilla to Europe, while those
with sufficient means could travel
to Paris or London in style.
Sadly, it lasted only to 1895.
In his Annual Report for 1895,
Seychelles Administrator
Cockburn-Stewart lamented
that “December of last year
marked an epoch in the history of
Seychelles, as in that month the
last steamer of the Messageries
Maritimes Company called here.
The steamers of this company
have touched here both coming
from and going to Europe for the
last 35 years, and we have been
accustomed to have regular and

punctual communication with
Europe, Australia and Mauritius.
They have now unfortunately
abandoned us altogether, and we
are now entirely dependent on the
British India Co.’s steamer, whose
boats call here on the way from
Bombay to Zanzibar and back for
our mail and goods”.
In 1901, arrangements were made
with MM to resume calls, the
company receiving an inducement
of 2,000 francs per call, plus
exemption from port dues and
local taxes. However, the First
World War brought further
disruption. In his 1917 report,
Governor O’Brien lamented “….
we are now cut off from direct
communication by sea with Europe
and are entirely dependent upon
calls of the British India Line of

Fortunately for Seychelles, the
colony was served well by calls of
British India Steam Navigation, one
of the greatest ship owners of all
time. The very name evokes images
of Britain’s imperial past, a time
when Britannia ruled the waves
and the British Raj governed the
jewel in the crown of the largest
empire the world had ever seen.
The company played a vital role
in connecting the far-flung British
colonies of Asia, East Africa and the
Indian Ocean, including Seychelles
to the mother country for almost
a century.
British India Steam Navigation
Company (or BI) was registered
in 1856 in Glasgow. By 1895,
BI steamers were transporting
men and materials from Britain
and India to East Africa. When
MM withdrew their service to
Seychelles, and the country
became entirely dependent upon
BI, the Administrator of Seychelles,
Sweet-Escott, reported that trade
actually expanded, because the
natural direction of Seychelles
trade was with England, India,
Mauritius and East Africa, whereas
MM had served only the Mauritius
trade. Even trade with France
expanded, exports rising from
SR60,000 in 1896 to SR472,000
in 1899.
After MM pulled out of Seychelles
a second time, BI continued to
serve the islands with a remarkable
frequency for more than half a
century. There were visits every
four weeks on the Bombay to
Mombasa run, and every eight
weeks on the return journey. Upon
a steamer dropping anchor, mail
was despatched to private letter
boxes in less than two hours, and

to the public at the Post Office
counter within three hours.
Some of the company’s passenger
ships calling at Seychelles
included the Amra, built in 1938;
she sailed between Karachi and
Mombasa. Captain Tompkins, who
served on the vessel, recalled her
as a magnificent old ship. “She
had a very spacious bridge and
what seemed to be miles of open,
teak deck space. We carried lots
of Indian business people to East
Africa on the Amra and Indian
workers, often with their families,
in deck class”. Indeed, due to the
many Indian expatriates carried
on the ships, BI officers were
expected to learn Hindi.
Later came Karanja and Kampala,
almost identical sister ships.
Neville Gordon served aboard
both vessels and recalled, “We
also carried lots of tourists to and
from the Seychelles from both
East Africa as well as Bombay.
Until the 1960s, BI ships were the
only means of transport to and
from Seychelles”.
BI was one of the largest shipowners of all time, owning more
than 500 ships and managing 150
or more others. At its pinnacle
in 1922, BI ran the largest single
merchant fleet in the world, with
158 vessels of nearly one million
gross tons, operating mainly
between Britain, India, Australia,
East Africa and South Africa. In
the last decade of operations, the
company carried thousands of
school children on educational
cruises, a tradition that had begun
in 1932.
However, times were changing.
Following the second World War,
colonies became independent
nations and air transport offered
speedier travel. Many ships had
been lost during the war. Marine
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diesel engines had emerged as an
economical and viable alternative to
steam power. They were far easier to
control, required far less supervision
and maintenance than steam
engines, and as they did not need
boilers or a water supply, they were
more space efficient.
Kampala was scrapped in 1971, and
the following year Karanja made its
final call at Mahé on 22 September,
just 14 months after the first
commercial jet landed at Seychelles
International Airport. Karanja
completed its last Bombay to East
Africa service in 1976, before being
sold to the Shipping Corporation of
India. Renamed Nancowry, she was
used as a ferry between Madras and
Port Blair, Andamans. Likewise, the
independence of French colonies and
the rise in air travel caused similar
financial difficulties for MM. The
whole passenger fleet was disposed
of between 1969 and 1972.
Dwarke, constructed in 1947, was the
last BI liner service, operating from
Bombay and Karachi to the Persian
Gulf. In 1979, Dwarke starred in
Richard Attenborough’s production

24 /Silhouette/januarry-March
/Silhouette/january-March 2021
2021

of Gandhi, but she was by then a
relic of a bygone age. On 15 May
1982, 120 years after BI had begun
the Persian Gulf to India service,
she arrived in Bombay for the last
time and was broken up in Pakistan
the following month.
The Uganda was the last
operational ship of BI. It served
as an educational ship for schools
until it was chartered by the British
Ministry of Defence in 1982 as a
hospital ship during the Falklands
War. Returning to commercial
services, she ran between
Ascension and Port Stanley from
1983 and was withdrawn from
service in 1985. In 1986, Uganda
sailed from Falmouth bound for
breakers in Taiwan, but nearing its
destination, the vessel was caught
in Typhoon Wayne and washed
ashore, her back broken, a poignant
and sad end to a romantic era.
This is an edited extract of
Skerrett, A. (2019). Chapter
Eight: Steamships; in
Seychelles, Ships and the Sea,
published by Camerapix.
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Plush. Spacious. Relaxing.
Enjoy the comfort of Salon Vallée De Mai, the Air Seychelles Premium
Lounge designed for our Business Class and frequent flyer guests*.
To find out more, visit airseychelles.com

Terms & Conditions apply. Economy Class guests can access the lounge at our published
rate of USD40. *Please confirm your eligibility with your frequent flyer program.
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Summer is

safari time!
The COVID-19 lockdowns of 2020 may just have a silver lining:
They’ve ushered in a clutch of revamped lodges to South Africa’s safari sector.
Richard Holmes recommends three wild destinations to add to your travels …

2
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he zebras are snorting with apprehension. A hoof stamps the ground, raising a plume of
red iron-rich dust, while the more skittish members of the herd turn tail and trot away
from the waterhole. One remains, staring me down, wondering whether I pose a threat.

1.

Wildlife footprints,
Mhondoro Safari
Lodge & Villa.

2.

Splendid view of the
Waterberg Plateau at That this whole interaction happens at eye-level is all the more remarkable. Man and beast,
Marataba Explorers
eye to eye, sizing each other up. In the end, the stallion decides his thirst is worth the risk,
Camp.

3.

Open grassy plains
and dramatic
inselbergs of granite
– Nkomazi Private
Game Reserve.

4.

Close-up encounters
with the wildlife at
Waterhole Hide,
Mhondoro Safari
Lodge & Villa.

5.

Memorable
game drives and
sundowners in the
bush experiences,
Mhondoro Safari
Lodge & Villa.

and settles in to drink.

It’s memorable sightings such as these that prompted the building of the remarkable Waterhole
Hide at Mhondoro Safari Lodge & Villa in the Welgevonden Game Reserve. Linked to the lodge
by a 65-metre tunnel, this sunken viewing hide looks out across the lodge’s floodlit waterhole,
offering close-up encounters with everything from zebra to cheetah to endangered rhinoceros.
But this unique hide is certainly not the only reason to book a stay at Mhondoro.
The owners of the lodge put the coronavirus-induced lockdowns to good use, overhauling
the décor and adding private plunge pools to a number of suites. A new array of photovoltaic
panels has also upped the sustainability street-cred of the lodge, which is now entirely solarpowered.
The end-result? A five-star safari destination with a fresh new look and feel; a contemporary
approach to the décor that’s a welcome diversion from the established safari aesthetic of dark
wood furniture and colonial trimmings. Rather, here you’ll find organic textures, a lighter colour
palette and designer touches. The on-site gym and spa offer further appeal, while the adjoining
private villa is ideal for small groups seeking privacy, exclusivity and an extra dollop of opulence.
But the lodge and villa, lovely as they are, are also just a means to an end: Exploring this
remarkable corner of southern African wilderness.
While the Kruger National Park gets most of the limelight when it comes to Big Five safaris
in South Africa, the Waterberg region is increasingly becoming a sought-after destination for
savvy travellers.
For starters, it’s malaria-free, which means no bathing in insect repellent or popping
prophylactics. It’s also less than three hours drive from OR Tambo International Airport so,
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6.

9

Mhondoro lodge
with new décor
and private plunge
pools added to a
number of suites.

7.

Mhondoro’s
contemporary
décor – lighter
colour palette,
organic textures
and designer
touches.

8.

Mhondoro’s
striking outdoors,
a five-star safari
destination.

9-12. For first-time
safari travellers,
Nkomazi offers
a blissful bush
escape.

with a lunchtime arrival into Johannesburg, you’ll be at your lodge in time for the afternoon
game drive and sundowners in the bush. Hard to argue with that.
But perhaps more importantly, this remarkable ecosystem is part of the broader Waterberg
Biosphere Reserve. In 2001 it was designated as a World Heritage Site by UNESCO, hailed
for its rich biodiversity with more than 5,500 species of plants identified in this mountainous
savannah region. With such a diverse array of vegetation, the region also offers safe haven
to dozens of threatened or scarce species of plants, mammals and birds, including the
white-backed night-heron, Cape vulture, aardvark and brown hyena. It also protects healthy
populations of rhinoceros, which have come under immense pressure from poaching over the
past decade.
You’ll learn about these challenges and opportunities on the twice-daily game drives that
roam far and wide to explore the diverse ecosystem of the Welgevonden Reserve. In the
steep valleys woodland of waterberry trees and aptly named candelabra euphorbia provide
a rich ecosystem for antelope and birdlife. Here the shrill call of the woodland kingfisher
rings out, while the colourful African flycatcher darts between the boughs. Out on the grassy
plains vast herds of zebra, eland and elephant graze contentedly, as the sun dips behind the
ancient mountains of the Waterberg massif.
To the west of this striking mountain range lies another reserve worth a visit.

A five-star safari
destination with
a fresh new
look and feel; a
contemporary
approach to the
décor that’s a
welcome.

Marataba is a 21,000-hectare stretch of Waterberg wilderness that is privately owned, but
managed as a seamless extension of the Marakele National Park. It’s an innovative publicprivate partnership aimed at bolstering conservation efforts and land usage in the region.
So fittingly the Marataba Conservation Camps put conservation at the heart of the tourism
offering at both the riverside Founders Camp – exclusive use, sleeping up to 10 in four
spacious suites – and the more relaxed Explorers Camp, with six luxury tents pitched amid
spacious lawns and a large pool overlooking the waterhole.
While game drives and bush walks are part of the offering – with the chance to see all of the
Big Five – your time at Marataba is best spent delving into the unique conservation-focused
2021 january-March/Silhouette/ 29
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At Nkomazi Private Game Reserve it seems there’s
barely a quiet moment. Here, on the border of eSwatini
(formerly known as Swaziland) three hours’ drive east
of Johannesburg, the shrill shriek of cicadas is only
interspersed by the incessant triple-call of the red-chested
cuckoo. Underneath the lively forest chorus is the everpresent rumble of the Komati River, racing eastwards to
reach the sea at Maputo in neighbouring Mozambique.

10

11

What was once degraded farmland has, over the past
decade, been slowly transformed into a 14,900-hectare
private nature reserve where open grassy plains are
punctured by dramatic inselbergs of granite and the
hills are fringed with lush forest. In the rocky koppies
klipspringer keep a wary eye out for elusive leopard, while
the reserve’s herd of elephant munch their way happily
through the stands of fragrant lantana. Game drives and
bush walks are standard fare here, but you can also cast
a line in the Komati River, or simply soak up the bushveld
views from your private pool deck.
Nkomazi changed hands recently, bringing with it a flush of
new investment that has seen the tented lodge and undercanvas suites completely overhauled. Four new suites have
been added, including new honeymoon suites and a hilltop
family suite that delivers contemporary safari style with
glorious views. If you’re travelling with kids, or two couples
together, suite 14 is your go-to.

12

activities on offer. Here you can assist the guides and field
rangers in monitoring the resident cheetahs, check the
camera traps for wildlife activity, take children on a ‘snare
patrol’ to teach them the impact of poaching, or conduct
a vegetation census to track elephant impact on the
landscape.
At Marataba it’s about so much more than simply spotting
the wildlife, it’s about understanding how the ecosystem
fits together and, crucially, what role tourism has to play
in keeping these lands under conservation. And after a
busy day doing your bit for conservation, there is the peace
of the lodge to return to, with views over the ancient
Waterberg plateau to soak up.
30 /Silhouette/january-March 2021

But in truth they’re all charming, with canvas roofs, airconditioning to keep the heat at bay, and wide private
decks where plunge pools and sun loungers entice you to
while away the hours between game drives. Keep the noise
down and you may even have a herd of shy nyala grazing
around your suite, promising game viewing from the
comfort of the plunge pool. The main lodge area is equally
enticing, with a contemporary bar and lounge spilling out
onto a wide deck overlooking the river. A few steps away
the new boma promises al fresco fireside dining when the
weather’s clear, while the on-site spa offers a compact
range of facial and body treatments.
You won’t find all of the Big Five here, but for first-time
safari travellers, or those looking for a laid-back wilderness
break on a budget, Nkomazi offers a blissful bush escape.
If you’re making travel plans for 2021, be sure to set aside
some time to go wild.

Air Seychelles offers three weekly flights to Johannesburg
www.airseychelles.com
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A journey to

Tiberias

The capital of Galilee
WORDS: PETER HOLTHUSEN

srael is an alluring destination for discerning travellers. From biblical
times to the present day, the Holy Land has long attracted visitors.
Its unique geography has shaped its culture and its landscape, from
the harsh, searing beauty of the Negev and Judean deserts to the Red Sea
resort of Eilat and the bucolic Golan mountains.
With hallowed places such as Jerusalem, Galilee, Bethlehem, Nazareth,
and the Jordan River to explore, you quickly realise that Israel packs huge
historical and geopolitical importance into a surprisingly small space.
Hugging the western shores of the Sea of Galilee, Tiberias (or Tverya as
it is often referred to by the locals) is the bustling capital of the region.
It was established around 20 CE and named in honour of Tiberias Caesar
Augustus, the second emperor of the Roman Empire.
Tiberias has been an important place of pilgrimage for both Jewish and
Christian pilgrims for centuries, especially the Old City, which has been
held in great respect in Judaism since the middle of the second century
CE, and since the 16th century has been considered one of Judaism’s
Four Holy Cities, along with Jerusalem, Hebron and Safed. In the 2nd –
10th centuries Tiberias was the largest Jewish city in the Galilee and the
political and religious hub of the Jews in the promised Land of Israel (Eretz
Yisrael), the traditional Jewish name for an area of indefinite geographical
extension in the Southern Levant.
Its immediate neighbour to the south, Hamat Tiberias, which is now part
of modern Tiberias, is an ancient archaeological site and an Israeli national
park known as Hamat Tverya National Park, famed for its hot springs,
believed to have cured skin and other ailments, for some 2,000 years.
In addition to its rich cultural heritage and significance, modern day
Tiberias is synonymous with a holiday in Israel. Here one can enjoy a
variety of activities and experience a wonderful mix of history, relaxation
and nature, along with more contemporary attractions, active water
sports, pilgrimage sites and unique tourist attractions.
A visit to Tiberias is not complete without a tour of the surrounding area,
which features an array of must-see sights, including the ancient city of
Beit She’an, one of the oldest cities in the world, and one of the country’s
largest archaeological sites which has played an important role in history
due to its geographical location at the junction of the Jordan River Valley
and the Jezreel Valley.
1

One of Israel’s most important archaeological sites is Magdala (Migdal),
which was an ancient city on the shore of the Sea of Galilee, little more
2021 january-March/Silhouette/ 33

explore

IMAGES COURTESY OF PETER HOLTHUSEN + UNSPLASH.COM

2

1.

An aerial view of the southern part of the
Sea of Galilee, also known as Lake Tiberias,
Kinneret or Kinnereth, is Israel’s only
freshwater lake.

2.

Within the venerable walls of the Old City,
you will find a labyrinth of souks selling
everything from religious icons to the
necessities of life.

3.

A visit to Tiberias is not complete without a
tour of the surrounding area, which features
an array of must-see sights, including the
ancient city of Beit She’an.

4.

The vibrant Yigal Alon Promenade (better
known as the Tiberias Promenade).

5.

Pier at the sea of Galilee also known as
Lake Tiberias.

than five kilometres (three miles) north of
Tiberias. The town was home to many of Jesus’s
disciples and it is believed to be the birthplace
of Mary Magdalene.
The Sea of Galilee itself is a major Christian
tourist attraction because this is where Jesus
is said to have walked on water (John 6:921), calmed a storm (Matthew 8:23-26) and
showed his disciples miraculous catches of fish
(Luke 5:1-8) and (John 21:1-6). There are 10
beaches to choose from, including three which
are orientated to religious sunbathers that
separate the sexes and enforce modesty codes.
HaTchelet Beach ‘The Light-Blue Beach’ is
one of the most pristine; Holiday Inn Beach is
a great place for water sports and children’s
playgrounds, while the Beriniki Beach and
Leonardo Tiberias Beach both offer excellent
facilities for camping.
For any discerning traveller, a walking tour of
the Old City is a must. On Tuesdays a local tour
guide takes tourists through the archaeological
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park (next to the Sheraton Moriah and Golden
Tulip hotels) and then to the promenade, past
the Turkish citadel, to the famous Etz Hachaim
synagogue of Rabbi Haim Abulafia and the
Scottish Compound, the location of The Scots
Hotel. This was established by the Church of
Scotland in 2004 in the historical compound of
the former Scottish Hospital, the first hospital
in Tiberias, built in 1894, which was opened as
a mission hospital by Dr David Watt Torrance,
the celebrated Scottish doctor and Christian
minister, more often referred to as ‘The Galilee
Doctor’ or ‘Torrance of Tiberias’.
Located in the centre of town on one of the
last remaining ancient cobblestone streets,
(HaKishon – between HaGalil and HaBanim
streets), the Amdur Fine Art Gallery is the place
to go for lovers of modern art. Here you’ll find
original works of known and emerging Israeli
contemporary artists. The gallery hosts events,
such as cheese and wine evenings and concerts.
On exhibit are paintings, sculpture, jewellery
and furniture design.

explore
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3

Should you feel energetic, take a walk along
the Yigal Alon Promenade (better known as the
Tiberias Promenade) and enjoy views of the
water, boats and the marina. This is a popular
place for beautiful sunsets, romantic restaurants
and an abundance of bars. In high season, arts
and crafts stalls pop up along the way.
In winter, one of the most beloved topics of
conversation is the water level of the Sea of
Galilee. If you’re in Tiberias, head over to the
southern part of the promenade to the Water
Level Measure sculpture. It shows passers-by
a 3D representation of the lake’s water level.
The city’s bustling fish market is another mustsee visitor attraction. Get an early start and
watch the dozens of fishing boats head out onto
the lake just after dawn and then return with
their fresh catch to the shuk (marketplace),
much as they have done since Biblical times.
Close to the fish market is a popular falafel area
where vendors offer free tastes in the hope of
enticing customers.

5

The capital of the Galilee is on every tourist’s mustsee bucket list. Flowing with natural hot springs,
brimming with Jewish and Christian holy sites, Tiberias
is once again emerging as a top tourist stopover for
a new wave of visitors to Israel, and with the country
already planning to ease the restrictions of the second
COVID-19 national lockdown, and the resumption of
international flights, there could not be a better time
to start planning your trip to Israel.

In addition to its
rich cultural heritage
and significance,
modern day Tiberias
is synonymous with
a holiday in Israel.

Air Seychelles offers two weekly
plus additional seasonal flights to Tel Aviv
www.airseychelles.com
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Maldives

We can’t imagine why you’d need any convincing to
book a trip to the Maldives, but just in case you need

a little extra nudge, here are our top 10 reasons to go.

WORDS: RICHARD HOLMES

here are few destinations on earth that scream
‘jet set’ quite so clearly as the Maldives.
With seaplane transfers, waving palms and luxury
suites that walk on water, this nation of more than 1,000
paradise islands dishes up some of the most opulent,
indulgent getaways on the planet.
Throw in the warm waters of the Indian Ocean,
remarkable island resorts and unforgettable marine
adventures and you have the tropical holiday of your
dreams. Still not convinced? Here are 10 irresistible
reasons to book your visit today …

Soaring seaplanes
How can any holiday disappoint when it begins with a
seaplane flight above the impossibly blue seas of the
equatorial Indian Ocean? While resorts close to Malé
International Airport lay on speedboat transfers, resorts
further afield will whisk you from airport to airy resort on
a brightly coloured Twin Otter seaplane. Be sure to bag
a window-seat for unforgettable views of the Maldivian
atolls stretching into the distance.

Remarkable islands
Speaking of atolls, there’s no shortage of them here.
In fact, the word itself derives from the Maldivian word
atholhu.
The Maldives boasts an utterly unique geology, with 1,190
islands and sandbanks spread across 26 individual atolls.
Each island is circled by a crystal clear lagoon and fringing
coral reef. Together, the entire country covers a mere
298-square-kilometres of land; less than half the size
of Singapore.
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Over-water living
Only a fraction of those islands are inhabited or developed, but visitors still
have more than 100 resorts to choose from. There’s little on offer here for
backpackers and budget travellers though, with most resorts pitched at the
four- and five-star level. It’s worth the extra spend though, especially for
the chance to soak up one of the Maldives’ iconic water villas, where your
suite dips its toes in the Indian Ocean.
Some of the finest are to be found at Constance Halaveli in the North Ari
Atoll, which boasts the longest water jetty in the Maldives. Shaped like
a dhoni, the traditional Maldivian boats that have plied these waters for
centuries, the jetty stretches out from the island for nearly a kilometre,
with 86 sumptuous water villas offering the ultimate in over-water luxury.

Unforgettable dining
These luxury resorts offer the last word in globetrotting gastronomy and
the Maldives has made a name for itself as a hotbed of haute cuisine. If you
like to book your travels based on what’s on the menu, be sure to book a
room at Conrad Maldives Rangali Island, where Ithaa Undersea Restaurant
offers a handful of lucky guests the chance to dine five metres beneath
the surface. Look forward to global delicacies, alongside fine-dining
interpretations of traditional seafood dishes. Subsix at Per Aquum’s Niyama
resort offers a similarly undersea experience, and the anemone-inspired
chairs are a must for your Instagram feed!

And wonderful wines
To match the world-class cuisine, you’ll find a handful of resorts boasting
similarly global wine selections, one of the finest is at Constance Halaveli,
which boasts a 60-page wine list that includes some of the world’s finest
producers, all matured across two island cellars. There’s a highly skilled
team of sommeliers on hand to talk you through the list, with bespoke
cellar dinners available on request.

Learn to dive
But you’ll want to earn your dinner with some adventure. There are few
better places on earth to learn to dive than the Maldives. While you’ll do
your first dives in the safety of the hotel pool, when it’s time for your open
ocean qualifying dives you’ll find the calm, clear waters of a sheltered coral
lagoon just metres from your resort’s beach of powder-white sand. Once
you’ve got your skills squared away, the pristine reefs surrounding your
resort island offer a colourful undersea world to discover: Expect to meet
everything from turtles to (harmless) reef sharks on your first dives beneath
the surface.
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Marine megafauna
While the scuba diving in the Maldives is excellent, the larger residents
also draw marine adventurers to the Maldives each year. Manta rays
are graceful residents often spotted on scuba dives and snorkelling
excursions, but the star of the show is surely the remarkable whale sharks.
The world’s largest fish, Rhincodon typus may cut an imposing figure
through clear Maldivian waters, but this plankton-munching filter feeder
is entirely harmless to humans. Unless you get in the way of its sizeable
tail, that is.
Whale sharks are resident in the Maldives throughout the year. You’ll
most commonly find them in the western atolls from May to December,
heading eastwards between January and April. If whale sharks are top of
your list, the South Ari Atoll is a Marine Protected Area and an excellent
area to head for. Happily, you don’t need to be a scuba diver to swim with
whale sharks, and operators in the area offer daily snorkelling trips.

Hit the surf
There’s plenty of action happening above the surface too. With its warm
waters and abundance of coral reefs, it’s little wonder the Maldives has
become a bucket-list destination for surfers. Thanks to the swell barrelling
in from the Indian Ocean, the best breaks are on the eastern edge of the
North and South Malé Atolls.
Surfing is all about swell, and from April to October the south-west
monsoon delivers that magical combination: Deep-ocean swell and
offshore winds. When that swell lands on the reefs and point breaks of
the eastern atolls it creates some of the best surfing the Indian Ocean
has to offer.
The island breaks can get crowded though, so if you want the flexibility
to hop between uncrowded waves, opt for a charter boat that can shuttle
you between the best spots, bringing the waves to your doorstep each
IMAGES COURTESY OF RICHARD HOLMES + UNSPLASH.COM

morning.

Family-friendly fun
Don’t worry if your kids aren’t old enough to join in the underwater
adventure; there’s no shortage of entertainment on offer. Most major
resorts offer well-equipped kids’ clubs that will keep young ones
entertained from dawn to dusk, while the islands boast an array of
child-friendly activities. Try your luck at traditional hand-line fishing off
a Maldivian dhoni, or lace up for some water-skiing in the calm lagoons.
Larger resorts offer tennis courts and games rooms, while the ever helpful
staff will lay on adventures ranging from crab catching to sandcastle
competitions. It’s truly a destination for the whole family.
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Discover Malé City
While most visitors hop straight from the airport to their resort, if you
have a little extra time in the Maldives consider visiting its unusual island
capital. Ferry boats operate between the airport island of Hulhulé and the
crowded streets of Malé City for a fascinating look at authentic Maldivian
life, away from the resort islands.
Start your wandering in Republic Square, where a huge Maldivian flag
flutters above the streets. Then head for the Islamic Centre and Friday
Mosque; both offer a fascinating insight into the Islamic culture of this
island nation. The mosque is built of elaborately carved coral stone, and
dates back to 1658. After a visit to the National Museum and Tsunami
Monument – commemorating the devastating 2004 tsunami – end in
the popular Sultan Park. If you’re not too squeamish, the colourful Fish
Market is also worth a visit.
If you plan on visiting Malé City, remember to dress respectfully.
Beachwear that’s appropriate in the resorts will be frowned upon here.

Air Seychelles offers seasonal flights to Maldives
www.airseychelles.com
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Winter in Ile Maurice: no jacket required!
Winter is a fine time to make the most of all that Mauritius has to offer …
WORDS: RICHARD HOLMES
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ith its scintillating blue waters and
postcard-perfect beaches, it’s little
wonder that Mauritius has become one
of the world’s most popular island escapes.
In the balmy days of summer the beaches are
filled with Europeans escaping the cold weather
back home, and African travellers revel in the start
of year-end holidays. But what about the winter
months from July to October, when snow dusts
South Africa’s highest peaks and the very word
evokes visions of icy rooftops and roaring log fires?
Happily, in Mauritius you’ll find no such thing. While
the temperatures certainly dip, it’s from the low-30s
to the mid-20s, and this milder mercury is precisely
why locals and savvy travellers see winter as the
‘secret season’ on the island.
Mauritius “is perfect in the winter months,”
enthuses Flora Fubbs, General Manager
for Marketing, Operations and Product at
Johannesburg-based tour operator, The Holiday
Factory. “The weather is moderate – never cold – so
still warm enough for a swim during the day and all
you need in the evenings is a light cover up.”
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“It is not surprising that many travellers go out
of their way to avoid the summer heat and
humidity. Travelling to Mauritius during winter
season means cooler temperatures, less crowds
and excellent low season offers,” adds John
Ridler, PR & Media Manager for Thompsons
Tours. “The cooler weather is also a draw card
for sports addicts like hikers, golfers and tennis
enthusiasts.”
Winter is an especially popular time for golfers
to visit the island. With fewer tourists on
the island tee-times are easier to come by,
particularly on the most popular championship
courses, and green fees are often discounted
to make playing more accessible. While
most players will still opt for a golf-cart to

It’s not only golfers that will appreciate the cooler weather. Winter
is an ideal time for discovering the myriad hiking trails laid out across
the island.
One of the island’s most popular attractions is the outing to view the
Tamarind Falls, also known as the Seven Cascades for its series of
tumbling waterfalls. Best explored as a full-day excursion with a local
guide, the waterfalls offer the unique opportunity to discover the island’s
lush indigenous forest and enjoy a cooling dip in the natural pools at the
foot of the falls.
Another iconic walk that should be top of the list for active travellers is
the trail to the summit of Le Morne Brabant, the iconic promontory that
dominates the landscape in the south-west of the island.

speed down the fairways, the moderate weather makes for a far more
enjoyable round on the island’s world-class courses.
The island is a past winner of the prestigious Golf Destination of the
Year prize at the annual International Association of Golf Tour Operators
(IAGTO) Awards, and has long hosted the AfrAsia Bank Mauritius Open,
a fixture on the European and Asian Tours.
Mont Choisy Le Golf is one of the hottest tee-times on the island right
now. Opened in 2017, just a short drive from Trou aux Biches and Grande
Baie, it’s the first championship course in the north of Mauritius and was
designed by celebrated golf architect Peter Matkovich on the grounds
of an historic sugar plantation. On the east coast the iconic Ile aux Cerfs
course laid out by Bernhard Langer remains an icon of island golf in the
Indian Ocean, while in the west the magnificent Tamarina Golf Course
offers a world-class track in the shadow of the imposing Rempart
Mountain.
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Designated as a UNESCO World Heritage
Site – it was renowned as a hide-out for
runaway slaves in the19th century – it also
offers some of the island’s best views. It’s
a strenuous four-hour walk, with some
exposed rock-scrambling required to reach
the summit. While the path is clear, a guide is
recommended for both leading the way safely
and sharing the area’s chequered history.
If summiting Le Morne sounds too
intimidating, head east to the lush La Vallée
de Ferney, a 200-hectare conservancy
aimed at protecting endangered tree species
indigenous to the island. A three-kilometre
trail loops through an arboreal sanctuary
filled with takamaka, ebony and ravenala
trees. Walk quietly and you may be fortunate
enough to glimpse the Mauritian falcons that
nest here too.

IMAGES COURTESY OF MAURITUIS TOURISM PROMOTION AUTHORITY + UNSPLASH.COM

But it’s not only the island’s towering peaks
that provide wintery entertainment. The
waters that surround the island remain a
drawcard for travellers, particularly on the
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west coast where – protected from the winds
– the beaches remain balmy.
Some visitors arrive in search of the wind
though, as Mauritius has become a popular
stop on the global kite-surfing map. And
the good news? Winter is the ideal time to
visit, as the south-easterly trade winds gust
across the southern lagoon at up to 30 knots,
providing plenty of excitement for the kiters
cutting a wake from Bel Ombre to Le Morne.
While the waters remain warm enough
for travellers to enjoy the island’s everpopular snorkelling, sailing and scuba-diving
excursions, the balmy seas also attract
visitors of a different sort.
July to October is peak season for whale
watching offshore of Mauritius, as humpback
whales migrate north from Antarctica to
mate and calve in the warm tropical waters
off the island.
Most whale-watching trips focus on the west
coast of the island, where the cetaceans
congregate in the deeper waters.

adventure

Winter also brings some of the
island’s most important cultural
and religious celebrations.

Alongside humpback mother-and-calf pairs,
you might also spot the impressive sperm
whales that are resident here year-round.
And if the whales are shy, don’t worry;
the west coast is a year-round hotspot for
dolphin encounters with boat excursions
offering the chance to snorkel up close
to curious Indo-Pacific and Bottlenose
dolphins.
Whether you enjoy your adventures out in
the deep or up on dry land is up to you, but
one thing isn’t in doubt: the winter months
are the perfect time to discover Ile Maurice.

In August, the island’s Hindu community celebrates
Ganesh Chaturthi to mark the birthday of Ganesha; in
Hindu mythology the god of wisdom, and remover of
obstacles. Preparations begin 10 days before Ganesh
Chaturthi, when brightly coloured statues of Ganesh are
carried through the streets towards the nearest river or
beach. With drums and cymbals ringing the statues are
immersed into water, the universal element associated
with this important Hindu deity.
A few weeks later, in September, the Père Laval Pilgrimage
takes place as islanders of all faiths make their way to
Sainte Croix in Port Louis. Here they gather at the shrine
of Father Jacques Désiré Laval, a 19th-century French
doctor and missionary who cared for the sick during
outbreaks of smallpox and cholera, and taught the island’s
freed slaves. He is one of the most important figures in
the island’s history, and in 1979 was beatified by Pope
John Paul II.

East or West?
Wondering which side of Mauritius is best for visiting in
the winter months? The local wisdom is that ‘West is
best’, with this side of the island – as well as the north
– offering sheltered beaches, warmer temperatures
and glorious sunsets to toast the end of another day
in paradise.

Air Seychelles offers two weekly flights to Mauritius
www.airseychelles.com
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Street food: Delhi style
The coronavirus pandemic and lockdown have deprived us of so much, but it’s often the simpler
things that one has missed – something as uncomplicated as eating street food, for example,
says Christine Pemberton.
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rom its very name, street food implies eating outdoors,
usually standing on the street with a bunch of strangers,
eating local food, so it’s hardly surprising that this
particular activity took a hit over these pandemic-y months.
But as the future looks less bleak, with vaccines on the horizon,
it’s time to remember one of the simple joys of life. So how about
we revisit Delhi’s enticing food stalls, as we all hope for a speedy
return to the way things used to be … wandering the city at will,
eating on the go. The simple pleasures of life indeed!
One of the joys of living in a city like Delhi is the easily available
street food and the sheer variety of what’s on offer. It is by
definition cheap and cheerful and, especially in the winter, it
is almost obligatory to head off to Old Delhi and eat its famed
street food.
In Old Delhi you wander through narrow, crazily-busy little lanes,
shopping at teeny shops, buying trinkets and beads and buttons
and a myriad other lovely stuff. And naturally, you eat as you go.
Kebabs and pakoras and chaat and jalebis … mouth-watering
food on-the-go and now you’re all seriously hungry just thinking
about them, aren’t you?
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So, let’s take a wander down memory lane, shall we,
imagining we’re in the crowded, noisy, jam-packed streets
of Old Delhi. We’ve shopped, and now we need a snack.
How about a paratha? This ubiquitous flat bread can
be eaten plain or (much more deliciously) stuffed with
potatoes, or cauliflower, or radish, or eggs, or keema
(mince). Paratha are such an Old Delhi favourite that
there is even a street named after it. Seriously!
Head to Paratha wali Gali where you can take your pick
from any number of stalls selling – yes, you’ve guessed,
paratha.
Another uber-popular Delhi street food snack is chaat,
a savoury dish that has as many variations as fans. In
its basic form it is a combination of a crunchy carb
base – puffed rice or a papdi cracker, for example. Then
come other crunchy ingredients, such as spicy pieces of
potato or fried, spicy chickpeas. Add yet more vegetables
– usually raw onions, raw tomatoes and boiled potato.
Then comes the sauce, which can also vary according
to region and taste but tamarind chutney is a firm Delhi
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1.

Daulat ki chaat involves lots of milk and cream topped with kesar (saffron),
khoya (dried milk) and nuts.

2.

The sweet crunchy spiral-shaped jalebi, also sold in Indian shops (mithai).

3.

Momos are dumplings made from flour with savoury vegetable stuffings served
with red spicy watery momos churtney.

4.

Pakoras, made of gram flour, onions and spices and deep fried.

5.

Reshmi kebab with minced meat and coriander is shallow-fried in a wide pan.

6.

Crunchy balls of gol gappas, cracked open on top and stuffed with a spicy mix
of boiled potato cubes, chickpeas, coriander and sweet churtney.
4

5

3

6
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If you’re still hungry – don’t forget that even more Old
Delhi shopping and exploring has given you an appetite
– then you can try chole bhature, a popular Punjabi dish
and a staple of Delhi street food. Chole bhature is spicy
chickpeas which are served with crisp fried bread. You
can often find it on north Indian breakfast menus, but
nothing beats standing in a crowded alley way and
eating a small serving, to refuel you for yet more Old
Delhi adventures.
Kebabs, ladoos, momos (oh yes, north India has totally
adopted this traditional north eastern and Tibetan snack
as its own) are also on our street food menu today – and
for the meat eaters, there are two very popular kebabs
that have to be tried. Reshmi kebab, made with minced
meat and coriander, and the famed galouti Kebab, a
melt-in-your-mouth spicy minced-meat kebab that is
shallow-fried in a wide pan. Legend has it that the galouti
kebab was created for a toothless old Nawab of Lucknow
(galouti means melt) which makes it even tastier, as you
savour formerly royal food on a busy street.
Remember our chaat snack from earlier?

7
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favourite. Finally, top all this off with some chaat masala
– and your little bowl of chaat is ready. Tasty, distinctly
more-ish and packing a punch.
Another firm favourite which has similar ingredients to
chaat is what Delhi-walas call gol gappas – this popular
snack is known by other names across the country, and
its preparation might vary a little accordingly. The north
Indian version is a crunchy ball of wheat flour, which
is cracked open on top and stuffed with a spicy mix of
boiled potato cubes, chickpeas, coriander and sweet
chutney. The Gol Gappa Wala then dips it in chilled
tamarind flavoured water and serves you.
One gol gappa. Each one is prepared in front of you!
And that is what makes it such a perfect street food, since
they are made one at a time, so you can eat as many
(or as few) as you like. You watch it being made, pop it
into your mouth in one go, and by the time you have
swallowed it, the Gol Gappa Wala has prepared your next
one. The queue of people wait patiently for you to finish,
as you addictively pop yet another one in your mouth.
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One of the joys
of living in a city
like Delhi is the
easily available
street food and
the sheer variety
of what’s on
offer.

The word chaat crops up again, in a typical winter snack
in Delhi called Shakarkandi chaat. Shakarkandi, or sweet
potatoes, are steamed or roasted, then cubed and served
hot with a generous sprinkle of chaat masala, a dash of
lime and a bit of star fruit for that extra tang. Itinerant
vendors carry all the materials around with them to
make the snack on a tray, displayed so you can see
everything. The tray is set down, the sweet potato is
cubed and garnished, and you eat it piping hot, on the
spot.
Even in the ranks of street food, which is known to be
simple, uncomplicated fare, not too pricey, and easily
available to all, there is – inevitably – a star.
A stand-out star.
The undisputed queen of street food.
Presenting Daulat ki chaat.
Daulat ki chaat can only be described as a confection and,
in the annals of Delhi food, it is an almost mythical dish.
This delicate dessert involves lots of milk and cream,
and (if legend is to be believed) it must be made on a
full moon night. Now if that isn’t romantic, I don’t know
what is.
Nowadays you really only find daulat ki chaat in Old
Delhi, and it is only available for a short time in the
mornings – you’ll see why in a moment.
Making Daulat ki chaat is a laborious process, with hours
of churning milk, before the froth is separated from the
milk and the cream. It is stored and refrigerated, and
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7.

Shakarkandi chaat or sweet potatoes are steamed
or roasted, cubed and garnished.

8.

The ubiquitous flat bread – paratha is an Old Delhi
favourite.

9.

The ball shaped ladoos primarily made of gram flour,
ghee (or butter or oil) and sugar.

has to be kept cool when being sold. There are stories of
the itinerant Daulat-ki-chaat-vendors staying firmly on
the shady side of the street while hawking their wares,
keeping their delicate goods out of the sun which is why
you’ll rarely find it for sale in the afternoon, when the
sun is up.
This light-as-air dish is topped with kesar (saffron), khoya
(dried milk) and nuts. Delicious. Traditionally daulat ki
chaat is only available between Diwali and Holi, the two
big festivals that book-end of the north Indian winter,
which is logical, given its fragility.
For this dessert alone, it is oh-so-worth a trip to crowded
Old Delhi.

9

Air Seychelles offers flights to Mumbai
www.airseychelles.com
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Tel Aviv, gateway to antiquity
WORDS: JAMES MICHAEL DORSEY
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1.

Modern steel and
concrete skyline of
Tel Aviv at night.

2.

The fortified city of
Acre, known to the
locals as Akko.

3.

Tel Aviv’s sprawling
waterfront along
the Shlomo Lahat
Promenade.

4.

Monument at the
Rabin Square in the
centre of Tel Aviv.

5.

Ganei Yehoshua Park,
a green lawn and a
peaceful escape from
the hectic pace.

6.

The iconic Tel Aviv
Museum of Art.

7.

Habima (Stage Square)
is the city’s most
beautiful square.

8.

The Sarona, the first
culinary centre in
Israel.
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el Aviv. The name conjures at once both Biblical
images and those of ancient ongoing conflicts. It has
long been a land in transition.
The city was founded in 1909 as a garden suburb of the
nearby port of Jaffa. Its name comes from a 1902 German
novel by Theodor Herzel called, Altneuland, or Old New
World. At that time it was part of Palestine.
The country of Israel has been a siren call for pilgrims,
tourists and the simply curious since its modern inception in
1948. To Jews, Christians, and Muslims it is the ‘Holy Land,’
where Jesus lived and died, and Tel Aviv is the portal that
takes travellers back into history.
The first-time visitor to Israel will find Tel Aviv the perfect
centre. It is one of the youngest new world capitals and
its modern steel and concrete skyline allows the visitor a
gradual transition from the new world to the ancient in
as little as a day.
Here is how a day should be spent:
Make the pristine sand beaches the first stop and a respite
from the heat that defines this part of the world. Its
promenade runs along miles of the coastline and offers
countless cafes but it is the spectacular sunsets that bring the

3
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largest crowds. Then, after one’s fill of sun and cappuccino,
head for Neve Tzedek, the city’s oldest neighbourhood.
Today it is a cultural hodge-podge of fashion shops and
restaurants where wanderers in gallabiyahs mingle with
tourists in shorts and T-shirts. Make a short stop at one
of the most popular watering holes, Grannie’s Ice Cream,
found in the Dallal Art Center.
The very soul of the city is the ancient port of Jaffa. Begin
with the palm tree filled Summit Garden where you can see
the steel spires of downtown Tel Aviv in the distance. Visit
the Statue of Faith and take in the view from Andromeda’s
Rock. Further on, visit St. Peter’s Church and all of its
wonderful artifacts, then wander through a maze of alleys
called the Twelve Signs to find the cave-like private home
whose front door sign declares it to have once been the
home of Saint Peter himself. Looking out at the city from
this beautiful park, the visitor will immediately get a sense
of history.
Walk past artisan and craft shops on the well-worn
cobblestones of Zodiac Alley and visit the local fishing
boats in the harbour where octopus hang on lines drying in
the sun and pipe smoking fishermen mend their nets while
trading adventurous sea stories. Find yourself drawn to the
Clock Tower, the heart of Jaffa, and stop at the Abulafia
Bakery for coffee and a pastry before losing a few hours in
the flea market. Fleas are probably the only thing you will
not find there.
4

Before moving on, a must-see is the new virtual train
ride, the Jaffa Express on 9th Beit Eshel St. Seated in a
comfortable chair and wearing a virtual helmet you will
travel through time to see life lived long ago. This train
cannot help but invoke a sense of wonder at the technology
that now resides in a land where transportation was for
centuries, and until relatively recently, either on foot or
by camel.
To continue with cultural sites in the main city make sure
to take in the Eretz Israel Museum and the Museum of the
Jewish People for a compact history of the land. In the heart
of the city there is a must-see emotional monument at
the Rabin Square where in front of city hall Prime Minister
Yitzhak Rabin was assassinated in broad daylight in 1995.
There is a bronze bust of him and a stone memorial marking
the spot where the leader fell. Most tour guides begin their
day there as a reminder of just how volatile the entire
region has been and remains. The square is beautifully
landscaped and offers free lawn chairs near the central
fountain for visitors to contemplate what they have seen.
Tel Aviv offers world-class nightlife and an unusual
gathering spot is the former Great Synagogue, home of the
original Teder that is now the Port Said Restaurant. One of
2021 january-March/Silhouette/ 57
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Its modern steel
and concrete
skyline allows
the visitor
a gradual
transition from
the new world to
the ancient in as
little as a day.

5
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the city’s most beautiful squares is Habima (Stage Square)
where classical music can be heard around the clock, but
being in a sunken garden it is only audible to those inside it.
The centre of town is known as the ‘White City’, a UNESCO
(United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural
Organization) heritage site where Bauhaus architecture
brought by German Jews was embraced by locals. One
of the more prominent examples of this design school is
the Hotel Cinema near Dizengoff Square, and nearby the
Bauhaus centre offers books, postcards and artsy shopping.
Another fine example of the local eclectic architecture is
The Bialik House that once housed Israel’s national poet,
Hayim Nahman Bialik. It is open to the public and its
interior is an artistic gem. A final stop should be Beit Hair,
a classically elegant structure that once served as
Tel Aviv’s original town hall. The White City is one of the
more popular walking tours in Tel Aviv.
6
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A hidden gem to those not in the know is Sarona. This
former colony of the Knights Templar covers some 8,700
square metres and is the first culinary centre in Israel. In it
you will find speciality foods from around the world while
you can wander around its grassy relaxation areas lined
with lily ponds and boutique clothing stores.
Finally, not to be missed is Park HaYarkon, Israel’s answer
to New York’s Central Park. Known as Ganei Yehoshua Park,
it is the green lawn of the city and a peaceful escape from
the hectic pace. Located in the northern part of town and
divided by the Yarkon River, it is filled with joggers, dog
walkers, or those just taking a stroll. Claim a grassy spot and
park for an afternoon to people watch or join the dozens
who come to fly their kites.
Tel Aviv is among the world’s youngest major capital cities
and the gateway to the Bible. First time visitors may be
surprised at just how tiny this country really is and to realise
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that in less than two hours in any direction, one can visit
some of the holiest and most revered places on earth.
Tel Aviv is not what people remember most about Israel,
but it makes the rest of the memories possible.

7

Air Seychelles offers two weekly
plus additional seasonal flights to Tel Aviv
www.airseychelles.com
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[ Inside Air Seychelles ]

TEL AVIV BACK TO ITS
ROUTE NETWORK
Air Seychelles has added
Tel Aviv back to its route network
following the successful restart
of commercial passenger services
between Israel and the Seychelles.
The airline now operates fourweekly flights on Tuesdays,
Wednesdays, Thursdays and
Fridays from Tel Aviv to the
Seychelles. Carefully timed with
late evening departures from
Tel Aviv, the flight allows guests
to sleep throughout their journey
and wake up refreshed, ready to
discover the many treasures of
the Seychelles Islands upon arrival
in the morning.
The returning flights on Mondays,
Wednesdays, Thursdays and
Fridays depart Seychelles at
1730hrs to arrive in Tel Aviv
at 2150hrs.
Tel Aviv is the second route added
onto the Air Seychelles network
after the resumption of flights to
Johannesburg.

Following the positive response received from the market, Air Seychelles will continue to work closely with
international and local authorities to meet the travel demand on this route whilst ensuring the health and
safety of its guests and flight crew remains a top priority.
To book flights visit airseychelles.com or contact the Call Centre on +248 4391000 or your local travel agent.

MALDIVES FOR THE FESTIVE SEASON
Air Seychelles operated its one weekly flight between Johannesburg
to Maldives on 5 December 2020, just in time for the start of the
festive holiday season.
The returning flight, operated every Saturday, allows for a full week’s
holiday in the Maldives with a total flying time of less than nine hours.
Beach-seekers can also enjoy a stopover in Seychelles on their return
flight home to extend that hard-earned holiday.
Travellers to Maldives are advised to view www.tourism.gov.mv/covid19
for updated information related to COVID-19 measures.
For those with Seychelles as final destination visit seychelles.govtas.com
to submit the mandatory Health Travel Authorisation prior to entering the
country.
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[ Inside Air Seychelles ]

BACK IN JOHANNESBURG
Air Seychelles resumed commercial
passenger services to one of its
most popular routes on the airline’s
network: Johannesburg on
7 December 2020.
During November 2020
Air Seychelles operated weekly
Saturday flights between
Johannesburg and Seychelles.
In December 2020, the airline
expanded its operations to three
flights per week on Tuesdays, Fridays,
and Saturdays.
The exciting Friday evening departure
from Mahé will allow travellers to
plan ahead for a quick getaway or a
longer stay at both destinations this
upcoming festive season.

GENERAL SALES AGENT
Air Seychelles is pleased to
announce the appointment of
Bird Travels Private Limited,
India’s leading airline and travel
representation company, as its
General Sales Agent (GSA).
With over 47 years of experience
in India, the flagship company
of the Bird Group has extensive
knowledge and expertise in the
commercial aviation sector,
including the travel and tourism
industry, having worked with
some of the world’s renowned
international airlines.
Charles Johnson, Chief
Commercial Officer at
Air Seychelles said: “We are
delighted to appoint India’s
leading airline and travel
representation company,
Bird Travels as our representative
in India.
“Even though commercial
flights between Seychelles and
India are currently suspended,
we will work closely with the
company’s experienced sales
and marketing professionals,
well-positioned in most Indian
cities, to further develop and
strengthen our presence, in
addition to reinforcing our sales
distribution network within the
Indian market.”
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Journey
in Style

Business Class on our new A320neo

Receive access to our Premium Lounge
before departure. Recline and relax whilst enjoying
our inflight streaming service.
Savour a blend of Seychelles and internationally-inspired dishes from our à la
carte menu and experience the convenience of our Dine on Demand service.

[ Inside Air Seychelles ]

Air Seychelles global offices
India
Capital: New Delhi
Languages: Hindi, English
Currency: Indian Rupee
Area: 3,287,590 km2
Population: 1,263,830,000
Air Seychelles destination: Mumbai

Bird Group LTD
204, 2nd Floor A Wing
Kanakia Wall Street 400093
Mumbai
Tel: +91 959 4013686
Email: hmsales@bird.travel
hmres@bird.travel

Capital: Tel Aviv
Language: Hebrew
Currency: Israel Shekel
Area: 20,770 km2
Population: 9,085,610
Air Seychelles destination: Tel Aviv

AIRLINES GSA
3 Gilboa St
Airport City 7019900
Tel Aviv
Tel: +972 3 5160598
Email: airlines-gsa.com

Capital: Port Louis
Languages: French, English, Creole
Currency: Rupees
Area: 2,040 km2
Population: 1,243,000
Air Seychelles destination: Port Louis

Rogers Aviation (Mauritius) Ltd
The Gardens
Bagatelle Office Park
Moka, Mauritius
Tel: +230 2026697
Email: salim.mohungoo@rogers-aviation.com

Capital: Victoria
Languages: Seychellois Creole, English
Currency: Seychelles Rupee
Area: 456 km2
Population: 95,235
Air Seychelles destination: Mahé & Praslin

Air Seychelles Ltd
Seychelles International Airport
P.O. Box 386
Mahé
Tel: +248 4391000
Email: callcenter@airseychelles.com

Israel

Mauritius

Seychelles

South Africa
Capital: Pretoria
Languages: English, Afrikaans
(11 official languages)

Currency: South African Rand
Area: 1,221,037 km2
Population: 45,919,000
Air Seychelles destination: Johannesburg

Border Air Pty Ltd
280 Oak Avenue
Ferndale
Randburg 2194
Gauteng
Tel: +27 11 3264440/+27 83 6803552
Email: reservations@border-air.co.za
helena@border-air.co.za
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[ Inside Air Seychelles ]

Our fleet

Airbus A320-200neo: Veuve, S7-VEV,
		
Pti Merl Dezil, S7-PTI
Aircraft: 2
Length: 37.57m
Wing span: 34.09m
Passenger capacity: 168
Cruising speed: 840km/h
Cruising altitude: 37,000ft
Business Class seats: 12
Economy Class seats: 156
Seat Configuration one aisle passenger cabin: Business
Class: 2-2 configuration and Economy Class 3-3
configuration

DHC-6 Twin Otter-400 Series
Aircraft: 5
Length: 15.80m
Wing span: 19.80m
Passenger capacity: 19
Cruising speed: 260km/h
Cruising altitude: 10,000ft
Seat capacity: 19
Engines: Pratt and Whitney PT 6A-27
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The best way to

Island hop

Make more of your holiday with a trip to Praslin. On the
short 15 minutes flight from Mahé, you can enjoy a bird’s-eye
view of the Seychelles beautiful inner islands.
With over 20 daily departures, getting there and back has never been easier.
Charter services are also available.

Book your ticket
on airseychelles.com

[ Travel Tips ]

T i p s / A s t u c e s d e V oya g e ]
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compressing
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SE REDRESSER
Placez l’oreiller au creux de
votre dos.
Assoyez-vous dans votre siège
pour éviter de comprimer votre
colonne vertébrale.
Ne croisez pas vos jambes. Au
lieu de cela, essayez de vous
asseoir avec votre poids équilibré
uniformément.

CERCLES DE LA CHEVILLE
Assoyez-vous dans votre siège, et
placez le coussin sous votre cuisse,
juste au-dessus du genou.
Gardez votre poids même si vous
entourez votre pied autour, en
gardant l’ensemble du pied aussi
immobile que possible.

asseoir avec votre poids équilibré
uniformément.

Taxi service
Taxi service is safe and reliable
and you can get one from the
International Airport or call for
one from your hotel.
Tourist information office
The Seychelles Tourist Office is
located in Independence House,
Victoria, Mahé.

Other tips for a comfortable flight
• For your comfort try and travel light.
• Wear loose clothing and elasticated stockings
made of natural fibre.
• Increase your normal intake of water.
• Use moisturising cream to keep your skin from
drying out.
• Take off shoes in the plane to prevent your feet
from swelling.
• Avoid heavy meals during the flight.
• Short walks once every two hours are
excellent for circulation.
• On arrival at your destination, have a hot
shower or relaxing bath.
• Try to touch your toes when waiting in the aisle
to stretch your hamstrings.
• On arrival a quick job, brisk walk, or a vigorous
scrub will help stimulate your circulation.

SIT UP STRAIGHT
ANKLE CIRCLES
Place the pillow at the hollow
Sit tall in your seat, and place
of your back.
the pillow under your thigh,
just above the knee.
Sit tall in your seat to avoid
compressing your spine.
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Ground transport
Driving in Seychelles is on the left
side of the road. You can rent cars on
Mahé and Praslin. There are several
car hire counters outside the arrivals
hall at Mahé International Airport.
Seychelles Public Transport runs
daily bus services from morning to
evening. The bus usually passes by
every 15 minutes.

Ankle circles

Sit tall in your seat, and place
the pillow under your thigh,
just above the knee.
Keep your weight even as
you circle your foot around,
keeping the whole foot as still
as possible.

HAIL THE NEW KING
ULTRA-FILTERED. ULTRA-PURE .
100% MALT.

DRINK RESPONSIBLY
NOT FOR SALE TO PERSONS UNDER THE AGE OF 18

DON’T DRINK AND DRIVE

